
Standard. Any specification for physical characteristics,
configuration, mat6riel, performance, personnel or
procedure, the uniform application of which is
recognized as necessary for the safety or regularity of
international air navigation and to which Contracting
States will conform in accordance with the Convention;
in the event of impossibility of compliance, notification
to the council is compulsory under Article 38 .

Recommended Practice. Any specification for physical
characteristics, configuration, matbriel, performance,
personnel or procedure, the uniform application of
which is recognized as desirable in the interests of
safety, regularity or efficiency of international air
navigation, and to which Contracting States will
endeavour to conform in accordance with the
Convention.

b) Appendices comprising material grouped separately for
convenience but forming part of the Standards and
Recommended Practices adopted by the Council.

c) Definitions of terms used in the Standards and
Recommended Practices which are not self-explanatory
in that they do not have accepted dictionary meanings.
A definition does not have an independent status but is
an essential part of each Standard and Recommended
Practice in which the term is used, since a change in the
meaning of the term would affect the specification.

2- Material approved by the Council for publication in
association with the Standards and Recommended Practices:

a) Forewords comprising historical and explanatory
material based on the action of the Council and
including an explanation of the obligation of States with
regard to the application of the Standards and

-

	

Recommended Practices ensuing from the Convention
and the Resolution of Adoption .

b) Introductions comprising explanatory material intro-
duced at the beginning of parts, chapters or sections of
the Annex to assist in the understanding of the
application of the text.

c) Notes included in the text, where appropriate, to give
factual information or references bearing on the

Standards or Recommended practices in question, but
not constituting part of the Standards or Recommended
Practices.

d) Attachments comprising material supplementary to the
Standards and Recommended Practices, or included as a
guide to their application.

Selection of language

This Annex has been' adopted in five languages - English,
Arabic, French, Russian and Spanish . Each Contracting State
is requested to select one of those texts for the purpose of
national implementation and for other effects provided for in
the Convention, either through direct use or through
translation into its own national language, and to notify the
Organization accordingly.

Editorial practices

The following practice has been adhered to in order to indicate
at a glance the status of each statement: Standards have been
printed in light face roman; Recommended Practices have
been printed in light face italics, the status being indicated by
the prefix Recommendation; Notes have been printed in light
face italics, the status being indicated by the prefix Note.

The following editorial practice has been followed in the
writing of specifications: for Standards the operative verb
"shall" is used, and for Recommended Practices the operative
verb "should" is used.

Throughout this document :

a) measurements are given in the metric system followed
in parentheses by corresponding measurements in the
foot-pound system ; and

b) the use of the male gender should be understood to
include male and female persons.

Any reference to a portion of this document, which is
identified by a number and/or title, includes all subdivisions of
that portion.
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Amendments to Annex 12

Adopredlapproved
Amendment Source(s)

	

Subject(s)

	

Effective
Applicable

1 st Edition

	

Search and Rescue

	

International Standards and Recommended practices - Search and

	

25 May 1950
Division, Second

	

Rescue Services .

	

1 December 1950
Session (1946)

	

1 March 1951
Air Navigation
Commission

1

	

Search and Rescue

	

Search and rescue organization; communications; appraisals of search

	

31 March 1952
(2nd Edition)

	

Division, Third

	

andrescue operations; procedures for search and rescue;

	

1 September 1952
Session (1951)

	

air-to-ground signals.

	

1 January 1953

2

	

Second Air Navigation

	

Rescue sub-centres ; servicing and refuelling rescue units of other

	

8 May 1956
(3rd Edition)

	

Conference (1955)

	

Contracting States .

	

1 September 1956
1 December 1956

3

	

Third Air Navigation

	

Marking of areas of the fuselage suitable for break-in.

	

13 June 1957
Conference (1956),

	

1 October 1957
Amendment 140 to

	

I December 1957
Annex 6, Chapter 6

4

	

Rules of the Air,

	

Cooperation between States; information concerning emergencies ;

	

8 December 1959
(4(h Edition)

	

Air Traffic Services

	

procedures for rescue coordination centres.

	

I May 1960
and Search and Rescue

	

1 August 1960
Divisions (1958)

5

	

Amendment 13 to

	

Notification of rescue coordination centres by air traffic services units.

	

13 April 1962
Annex 11

	

-
1 November 1962

6

	

Amendment 4 to

	

Temporary entry of rescue units from other Contracting States.

	

-
Annex 9

	

-
1 July 1964

7

	

Amendment 14 to

	

Alerting of surface vessels and en-route aircraft to assist an aircraft

	

19 June 1964
Annex 11, Chapter 5

	

in distress.

	

l November 1964
1 February 1965

8

	

International

	

Updating of reference ; alerting service .

	

10 December 1965
Convention for the

	

-
Safety of Life at Sea.

	

25 August 1966
Amendment 15 to
Annex 11

9

	

Air Navigation

	

Cooperation between Contracting States; servicing and refuelling of

	

25 May 1970
(5th Edition)

	

Commission review of

	

rescue units of other Contracting States ; testing search and rescue

	

25 September 1970
the Regional

	

communications facilities; assistance in search and rescue operations by

	

4 February 1971
Supplementary

	

additional units or services.
procedures

10

	

Air Navigation

	

Carriage of the International Code of Signals by search and rescue

	

11 December 1972
Commission

	

aircraft; equipment of search and rescue aircraft with frequency

	

l1 April 1973
2182 kHz ; information on position of merchant ships.

	

16 August 1973





Adoptedapproved
Amendmerir Source(s)
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Effective
Applicable

11

	

Complete review of the

	

New signal to surface craft ; provision of search and rescue services

	

25 November 1974
(6th Edition)

	

Annex by the Air

	

on a 24-hour basis; dissemination of information on position of

	

25 March 1975
Navigation Commission

	

merchant ships ; appraisals of search and rescue operations;

	

9 October 1975
improvement of cooperation between neighbouring States ;
equipment of rescue units; availability of information on air traffic
services ; location of droppable survival equipment; methods for
assisting aircraft in distress and being compelled to ditch to
rendezvous with surface craft ; methods for assisting search and
rescue or other aircraft to rendezvous with aircraft in distress .

12

	

Amendment 60 to

	

Supplementary communication facilities between meteorological

	

8 December 1975
Annex 3

	

offices and search and rescue units .

	

8 April L976
12 August 1976

13

	

Air Navigation

	

Ground-air visual signal code for use by survivors .

	

15 December 1980
Commission

	

15 April 1981
26 November 1981

14

	

Air Navigation

	

Rescue coordination centre (RCC) responsibilities regarding

	

12 March 1990
Commission

	

preparatory treasures in the event an aircraft is subject to unlawful

	

30 July 1990
interference.

	

15 November 1990

15

	

Air Navigation

	

Definition for search and rescue aircraft; communications requirements

	

12 March 1993
Commission

	

for rescue coordination centres (RCCs) and equipment of search and

	

26 July 1993
rescue (SAR) aircraft; SAR point of contact (SPOC) .

	

11 November 1993

16

	

Amendments 25, 20 and 7

	

Revised definition of "pilot-in-command"; editorial amendments.

	

12 March 2001
(7th Edition)

	

to Amtex 6, Parts 1, 11 and

	

ib July 2001
111, respectively ; Air

	

1 November 2001
Navigation Commission





INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS

AND RECOMMENDED PRACTICES

Note.- Although the Convention on International Civil
Aviation allocates to the State of Registry certain functions
which that State is entitled to discharge, or obliged to
discharge, as the case may be, the Assembly recognized in

Resolution A23-13, that the State of Registry maybe unable to

fulfil its responsibilities adequately in instances where aircraft
are leased, charteredor interchanged - in particular without
crew - by an operator of another State and that the
Convention may not adequately specify the rights and
obligations of the State of an operator in such instances.
Accordingly, the Council, without prejudice to the question of
whether the Convention may require amendment with respect
to the allocation of functions to States, urged that if, in the
above-mentioned instances, the State of Registry fords itself
unable to discharge adequately thefunctionsallocated to it by
the Convention, it delegate to the State of the operator, subject
to acceptance by the latter State, thosefunctions of the State of
Registry that can more adequately be discharged by the State
of the operator. It is understood that the foregoing action will
only be a matter of practical convenience and will not affect
either theprovisions of the ChicagoConvention prescribing the
duties of the State of Registry or any third State.

CHAPTER 1. DEFINITIONS

When the following terms are used in the Standards and
Recommended Practices for Search and Rescue, they have the
following meanings :

Note.-The designation (RR) in these definitions indicates
a definition which has been extracted from the Radio
Regulations of the International Telecommunication Union
(ITU) (see Handbook on Radio Frequency Spectrum
Requirements for Civil Aviation including statement of
approved ICAO policies (Doc 9718)).

Alerting post. Aunit designated to receive information from
the general public regarding aircraft in emergency and to
forward the information to the associated rescue coordi-
nation centre.

Alertphase. A situation wherein apprehension exists as to the
safety of an aircraft and its occupants.

Distress phase. A situation wherein there is a reasonable
certainty that an aircraft and its occupants are threatened

by grave and imminent danger or require immediate
assistance .

Ditching. The forced landing of an aircraft on water.

Emergencyphase. Ageneric term meaning, as the case may
be, uncertainty phase, alert phase or distress phase.

Operator. A person, organization or enterprise engaged in or

offering to engage in an aircraft operation .

Pilot-in-command The pilot designated by the operator, or in
the case of general aviation, the owner, as being in com-
mand and charged with the safe conduct of a flight.





Radio directionfinding station (RR S1.91). A radio deter-
mination station using radio direction finding.

Note.- The aeronautical application of radio direction
finding is in the aeronautical radio navigation service.

Rescue coordination centre. A unit responsible for promoting
efficient organization of search and rescue services and for
coordinating the conduct of search and rescue operations
within a search and rescue region.

Rescue subcentre. A unit subordinate to a rescue coordination
centre, established to complement the latter within a
specified portion of a search and rescue region.

Rescue unit A unit composed of trained personnel and
provided with equipment suitable for the expeditious
conduct of search and rescue.

Search and rescue aircraft. An aircraft provided with
specialized equipment suitable for the efficient conduct . of
search and rescue missions.

Search and rescue region. An area of defined dimensions
within which search and rescue services are provided.

Search and rescue services unit. A generic term meaning, as
the case may be, rescue coordination centre, rescue
subcentre or alerting post .

State of Registry. The State on whose register the aircraft is
entered.

Uncertainty phase. A situation wherein uncertainty exists as
to the safety of an aircraft and its occupants .





CHAPTER 2. ORGANIZATION

2 .1

	

Establishment and provision of
search and rescue services

2.1 .1 Contracting States shall arrange for the establish-
ment and provision of search and rescue services within their
territories. Such services shall be provided on a 24-hour basis.

21 .1 .1 Those portions of the high seas or areas of
undetermined sovereignty for which search and rescue
services will be established shall be determined on the basis of
regional air navigation agreements. A Contracting State having
accepted the responsibility to provide search and rescue
services in such areas shall thereafter arrange for the services
to be established and provided in accordance with the
provisions of this Annex .

Note.- The phrase "regional air navigation agreements"
refers to the agreements approved by the Council of ICAO
normally on the advice of Regional Air Navigation Meetings.

2.12

	

In providing assistance to aircraft in distress and to
survivors of aircraft accidents, Contracting States shall do so
regardless of the nationality of such aircraft or survivors.

22

	

Establishment of search
and rescue regions

2.2.1 Contracting States shall delineate the search and
rescue regions within which they will provide search and
rescue services. Such regions shall not overlap.

2.2.1 .1

	

Recommendation.- Boundaries of search and
rescue regions should, in so far as practicable, be coincident
with the boundaries of corresponding flight information
regions.

23 Establishment and designation of
search and rescue services units

2.3 .1 Contracting States shall establish a rescue
coordination centre in each search and rescue region .

2.3.2 Recommendation.- Contracting States should
establish rescue subcentres whenever this would improve the
efficiency of search and rescue services.

23.3 Recommendation .- In areas where public rele-
communicarionsfacilities would not permit persons observing
an aircraft in emergency to ndtify the rescue coordination
centre concerned directly and promptly, Contracting States
should designate suitable units of public or private services as
alerting posts.

2.4 Communication for search and
rescue services units

2 .4 .1

	

Eachrescue coordination centre shall have means of
immediate communication with:

a) the associated air traffic services unit ;

b) associated rescue subcentres;

c) appropriate direction-finding and position-fixing stations
in the region ;

d) where appropriate, coastal radio stations capable of
alerting and communicating with surface vessels in the
region .

Note .- "Means of immediate communication" are
considered to be direct-line telephone or teletype, direct
radiotelephone circuit, or, when these cannot be made
available, telephone or teletype via a switchboard

2.4 .2

	

Eachrescue coordination centre shall have means of
rapid and reliable communication with :

a) the headquarters of rescue units in the region;

b) rescue coordination centres in adjacent regions;

c) a designated meteorological office or meteorological
watch office;

d) rescue units when employed in search and rescue ;

e) alerting posts ;

t) the COSPAS-SARSAT " Mission Control Centre
servicing the search and rescue (SAR) region when the

"

	

COSPAS - space system for search of vessels in distress
SARSAT - search and rescue satellite-aided tracking
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WET OP SUID-AFRIKAANSE MARITIEME EN
LUGVAART-SOEK-EN-REDDING, 2002
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HOOFSTUK 2 . ORGANISASIE

2.1 Instelling en lewering van scek-en-reddingsdienste 2 .4 Kommunikasie van scek-en-reddingsdienseenhede

2.1 .1 Kontrakterende State mcet reiilingstref vir die instelling en
lewering van scek-en-reddingsdienste in hulle gebiede. Sodanige
dienste meet op 'n 24-uur-gmndslag gelewer word.

2.1 .1 .1 Die gedeeltes van die oop see of gebiede van onbepaalde
soewereiniteit waarvoor scek-en-reddingsdienste ingestel word,
inner bepaal word op grond van streeklugvaartooreenkomste . 'n
Kontrakterende Stoat war die verantwoordelikheid aanvaar her om
seek-en-reddingsdienste in sodanige gebiede to leaver, meet daama
reelings tref dot die dienste ingestel en gelewer word
ooreenkomstig die bepalings van hierdie Aanhangsel.

Opmerking. - Die uddrukking "streeklugvaartooreenkomste"
dud op die ooreenkomste goedgekeur dear die Road van die IBLO,
gewoonlik op advies van die Streeklugvaarrvergaderings.

2 .1 .2 Wanneer bystand verleen word am lugvaartuie in nood en
am oorlewendes van lugvaartuigongelukke. meet Kontrakterende
State dit doen ongeag die nasionaliteit van die lugvaartuig of
oorlewendes.

2 .4.1 Elke reddingsko6rdineringsentmm meet middele he am
onmiddellik to konununikeer met-

a)

	

die betrokke lugverkeersdienseenhede ;

b)

	

die betrokke reddingsubsentrums ;

c) geskikte rigtingsoek- en posisiebepalingstasies in die
streek;

d) waar gepas, kusradiostasies war bowatemaartuie in die
streek kan waarku en met hulle kan kommunikeer.

Opmerking.- "Middele am onmiddellik to kommunikeer"word
beskou as regstreekselymelefoon of teledrukker, regstreekse
radiorelefoonkring of, wanneer dit me beskikbaar gestel kan word
me, telefoon of teledrukker via 'n skakelbord.

2.4.2 Elke reddingsko6rdineringseenheid meet middele vir
snelle en betroubare kommunikasie hemet-

2.2 Instelling van scek~en-reddingstreke a)

	

die hootkwartier van reddingseenhede in die streek;

2 .2 .1 Kontrakterende State moet die seek-en-reddingstreke
waarbinne hulle seek-en-reddingsdienste .sal leaver, afbaken.
Sodanige streke moet me oorvleuel me .

b)

	

reddingsko6rdineringseenhede in aangrensende streke ;

c)

	

'n aangewese weerkantoor of weerwagkantoor ;

2.2 .1 .1 Aanbevedng . - Die grease van seek-en-reddingstreke
behoort so ver doenlik ooreen to stem met die grease van
ooreenstemmende vluginligringstreke .

d)

	

reddingseenhede wanneer hulle met soek en redding besig

e) waarskuwingsposte ;

2.3 Instelling en aaowysing van scek-en-reddingsdienseenhede

2 .3 .1 Kontrakterende State moet 'n reddingskoSrdinering-
sentrum in elke seek-en-reddingstreek instel .

t)

	

die COSPAS-SARSAT* -sendingbeheersentrum war die
seek-en-reddingstreek bedien wanneer die reddings-
koordineringsentmm as seek-en-reddingkontakpuntaange-
wys is .

2 .3 .2 Aanbeveling. - Kontrakterende State behoort
reddingsubsentrums in to stel wanneer dit ook al die
doeltrefendheid van seek-en-reddingsdienste sat bevorder

2 .3.3 Aanbeveling . - In gebiede waar openbare
telekommunikasiegeriewe dit nie moontlik monk vir persone war 'n
lugvaartuig waameem war in nood verkeer, am die betrokke
reddingskoordinering.sentrum reg.streeks en onmiddellik in kennis
to .stet nie, behoort Kontrakterende State geskikte ee , ede van
openbare of private dien.sre as waarskuwingsposte aan to wvs .

COSPAS - mimtestelsel vir soek van vaarmie in nood
SARSAT- satellietgesteunde volging vir seek en redding
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2.6.9 .1 - Recommendation .- The colour identification of
the contents of droppable containers and packages containing
survival equipment should take the form of coloured streamers
according to the following code :

Red

	

-

	

medical supplies and first-aid equipment.
Blue

	

- foodand water.
Yellow

	

-

	

blankets and protective clothing.
Black

	

- miscellaneous equipment such as stoves,
axes, compasses, cooking utensils, etc.

2.6 .9.2 Recommendation.- Where supplies of a
mixed nature are dropped in one container or package, the
colour code should be used in combination.

2 .6.10

	

Recommendation.- Instructions on the use of
the survival equipment should be enclosed in each of the
droppable containers or packages. They should be printed in
at least three languages of which at least one should be one
of the working languages of ICAO.





CHAPTER 3 . COOPERATION

3.1

	

Cooperation between States

3 .1 .1

	

Contracting States shall coordinate their search and
rescue organizations with those of neighbouring Contracting
States .

3 .1 .2 Recommendation- Contracting States should,
whenever necessary, coordinate their search and rescue
operations with those ofneighbouring States.

3 .1 .2.1 Recommendation.- Contracting States should,
in so far as practicable, develop common search and rescue
procedures to facilitate coordination of search and rescue
operations with those of neighbouring States.

3 .1 .3

	

Subject to such conditions as may be prescribed by
its own authorities, a Contracting State shall permit immediate
entry into its territory of rescue units of other States for the
purpose of searching for the site of aircraft accidents and
rescuing survivors of such accidents .

3 .1 .4

	

The authorities of a Contracting State which wish
its rescue units to enter the territory of another Contracting
State for search and rescue purposes shall transmit a request,
giving full details of the projected mission and the treed for it,
to the rescue coordination centre of the State concerned or to
such other authority as has been designated by that State.

3.1 .4 .1

	

The authorities of Contracting States shall:

-immediately acknowledge the receipt of such a request,
and

-as soon as possible indicate the conditions, if any, under
which the projected mission may be undertaken .

3.1 .5 Reconnnendation.- Contracting States should
enter into agreements with neighbouring States setting forth
the conditions for entry of each other's rescue units into their
respective territories. These agreements should also provide
for expediting entry of such units with the least possible
formalities.

3.1 .6 Recommendation.- Each Contracting State
should authorize its rescue coordination centres to :

a) request from other rescue coordination centres such
assistance, including aircraft, vessels, personnel or
equipment, as may be needed;

b) grant any necessary permission for the entry of such
aircraft, vessels, personnel or equipment into its
territory; and

c) make the necessary arrangements with the appropriate
customs, immigration or other authorities with a view to
expediting such entry.

3 .1 .9 Reconunendation, Each Contracting State
should authorize its rescue coordination centres to provide,
when requested, assistance to other rescue coordination
centres, including assistance in the form of aircraft, vessels,
personnel or equipment.

3 .1 .8 Recommendation.- Contracting States should
make arrangements for joint training exercises involving their
search and rescue units, those of other States and operators,
in order to promote search and rescue efficiency.

3 .1 .9 Recommendation.- Contracting States should
make arrangements for periodic liaison visits by personnel of
their rescue coordination centres and subcentres to the centres
of neighbouring States.

3.2

	

Cooperation with
other services

3 .2.1 Contracting States shall arrange for all aircraft,
vessels and local services and facilities which do not form part
of the search and rescue organization to cooperate fully with
the latter in search and rescue and to extend any possible
assistance to the survivors of aircraft accidents.

3.2 .2

	

Contracting States shall ensure that their search and
rescue services cooperate with those responsible for
investigating accidents and with those responsible for the care
of those who suffered from the accident .

3.2 .3

	

Recommendation.- To facilitate accident investi-
gation, rescue units should when practicable, be accompanied
by persons qualified in the conduct of aircraft accident
investigations.

3.2.4

	

States shall designate a search and rescue point of
contact (SPOC) for the receipt of COSPAS-SARSAT distress
data .





3 .3

	

Dissemination of information

3.3.1

	

Each Contracting State shall publish and dissemi-
nate all information necessary for the entry of rescue units of
other States into its territory.

Note.- See 3.1 .3.

3 .3.2

	

Recommendation .- When requested Contracting
States should make available, through the rescue coordination
centres or other agencies, information regarding their search
and rescue plans of operation. ;

3 .3.3 Recommendation.- Each Contracting State
recording information. on the position of ships at sea should
disseminate, on a regular basis, in so far as practicable, such
information to other Contracting States concerned requesting
it.

3 .3.4

	

Recommendation.- Contracting States should, to
the extent desirable and practicable, disseminate to the
general public directives on actions to be taken when there is
reason to believe that an aircraft is in an emergency and in the
event of an aircraft accident.
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